
 
 

 
Board   Notes 

(For   Monday,   July   25,   Hopkinton   School   Board   Meeting) 

 

❖ This   meeting   will   take   place   in   Room   1   at   Maple   Street   School   as   the   auditors   will   be   utilizing   the 
Conference   Room. 

❖ Thank   you   for   your   support   of   this   board   meeting.      The   focus   of   the   meeting   will   be   supporting   the 
audit   with   unreserved   fund   balance/article   X   decisions   and   personnel   decisions. 

❖ Mr.   Cairns   will   not   be   able   to   attend   the   meeting.   Ms.   Durant   will   be   chairing   the   meeting. 
❖ One   set   of   minutes   (July   15)   are   provided   for   School   Board   approval.  
❖ In   keeping   with   the   longer   project   update,   an   update   will   be   provided   on   the   District’s   new   website   at 

the   beginning   of   the   meeting.  
a. The   next   step   is   finishing   the   content   updates. 
b. Administration   and   office   staff   will   be   trained   next   week. 
c. Administrators   and   office   staff   will   upload   new   content. 
d. The   plan   is   to   rollout   the   new   site   mid   August.  

❖ Personnel   is   the   next   section   of   the   agenda. 
a. Hopkinton   Elementary   Behavior   Specialist:   Mr.   Joseph   Montano   comes   forward   as   the 

nominee   for   the      P   ­   6   behavior   specialist   position.   This   nomination   completes   the 
restructuring   of   behavior   resources   (two   positions   to   one   position).   Mr.   Montano   is 
currently   under   contract   with   the   Contoocook   Valley   School   District.   The   process   of 
releasing   him   from   his   current   contract   is   underway.  

b. Hopkinton   School   District   School   Psychologist:   Ms.   Catherine   Linehan   comes   forward   as 
the   nominee   of   this   position.   This   nomination   is   necessary   due   to   a   notice   of   non­return. 
This   position   was   reduced   in   the   FY   17   budget   process   (1.0   ­   0.6).  

❖ The   financial   aspect   of   the   meeting   is   next   on   the   agenda: 
a. The   bid   process   to   purchase   24   computers   has   been   completed.   The   recommendation   is   to 

award   the   bid   to   GovConnection   in   the   amount   of   $18,047.12.   These   funds   came   from 
FY   16   budget   surplus.  

b. Unreserved   Funds:   The   final   decisions   regarding   FY   16   unreserved   funds   need   to   be 
made   Monday   to   provide   the   information   to   the   auditors.   Background   information: 

■ $420,   376   was   committed   to   offset   taxes   in   the   FY   17   budget   development 
process. 

■ $60K   has   been   committed   as   contributions   to   expendable   trust   ($50K   Building 
and   Maintenance   and   10K   Vehicle   Replacement).  

■ $25,000   was   designated   as   revenue   from   the   Health   Insurance   Trust.   As   of 
December   31,   2015,   the   balance   in   this   fund   was   $75,314.  

■ $100,000   was   committed   as   revenue   from   the   Tax   Rate   Stabilization   fund.   As   of 
July   23,   2015,   the   balance   in   this   fund   was   $287,000.   The   total   amount   of   revenue 
must   be   at   least   $545,376. 

■ The   maximum   amount   that   can   be   retained   through   Article   X   is   $359,124   (2.5%) 
­   an   increase   of   $72,124. 

■ The   total   amount   of   unreserved   funds   from   the   FY   16   budget   is   $558,210.57.  
■ Maximizing   the   Article   X   reserve,   by   adding   $72,124,   would   leave   $486,086.57 

to   offset   taxes.   Prior   to   the   setting   of   the   tax   rate,   the   Board   must   determine   where 
the   difference   between   $486,086.57   and   the   $545,376   ($59,289.43)   comes   from. 



The   recommendation   is   to   take   the   funds   needed   from   Article   X,   leaving   the 
Health   Trust   Fund   in   tact.  

c. Budget   Adjustments:   A   large   number   of   budget   adjustments   will   be   necessary   to   close   the 
FY   16   year.   A   separate   memorandum   is   included   in   the   packet.  

❖ A   non   public   session   has   been   posted,   if   necessary.  
❖ Ms.   Natalie   Duval   is   working   to   develop   a   Complete   Streets   Policy   for   the   town   of   Hopkinton.   This 

work   is   connected   to   the   Safe   Routes   to   School   work.  
❖ The   application   for   affiliation   with   the   NESDEC   has   been   completed. 
❖ The   New   England   Wood   Energy   Council   has   approved   the   District’s   application   for   technical 

assistance.  
❖ Included   in   the   packet   is   Hopkinton   Social   Studies   Teacher   Dan   Meserve’s    My   Turn    in   the   Concord 

Monitor. 
 
Important   Dates  
August   25   ­   Hopkinton   School   Board   Sponsored   Staff   Summer   Appreciation   Lunch   ­   Slusser   Senior   Center 
August   30   –   New   Staff   Orientation 
August   31   ­   Welcome   Back   Celebration   ­   Faculty   and   Staff 
September   6   ­   First   Day   for   Students  
 
 

Respectfully   submitted, 

 
Steven   M.   Chamberlin 
Superintendent   of   Schools 



 

 

 
Hopkinton School Board 

Hopkinton, New Hampshire 
 

School Board Meeting 
Agenda 

Maple Street School – Room 1   
 

Monday, July 25, 2016 - 7:30am 
 

Revised Agenda 
 
 

PUBLIC SESSION    
 

1.   Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance 
  

2.  Additions/Deletions from Agenda by Superintendent 
 
3.   Correspondence 

 
4.   Approval of Minutes 
 

Recommend the Hopkinton School Board approve the minutes of the regular board meeting held on  
July 15, 2016. 

 
5.   Public Comment (1)  

 
6.   Comments from the Hopkinton School Board  
 
7. Items for Board Discussion  
 

a. Monitoring of Long Term Projects  
i. Hopkinton School District Website  

 
b. Personnel   

i. 2016 – 2017 School Year Nominations (Action Items) 
• Hopkinton Elementary Behavior Specialist (1.0FTE) 
• Hopkinton School District School Psychologist (0.6 FTE) 

 
c.   Financials (Action Item)  

i. The awarding of the purchasing of computer equipment bid 
 

ii. Unreserved Funds  
a. Article X – Tax Rate Stabilization Funds 
b. Health Insurance Trust Fund 

 
iii. Budget Adjustments:   

 
2016 – 05 $6000 To support the development of the 

English Language Arts Curriculum  
2016 – 06  $399 To pay for the overage on the 

Facility Study  
 

2016 – 07  $112, 647.12 To pay for the overage in food 
service.  



 

 

2016 – 08  $4258.61 Pay for the overage in regular 
education costs  

2016 – 09  $218205.26 Pay for the overage in special 
education costs  

2016 – 10  $37742.65 Pay for the overage in student 
services  

2016 – 11  $39632.49 Pay for the overage in Technology 
  

2016 – 12  $37673.42 To pay for the overage in 
administrative costs  

2016 – 13  $26366.18 To pay for the overage in 
transportation  

2016 – 14  $73,443.20 To pay for facility work 
 

 
8. Public Comment (2)    
 

12. 9.  Materials Provided    
Draft Minutes (1) 
Hiring Packets (2) 
Budget Transfer Memorandum & Signature Pages (14)  
Concord Monitor My Turn. 
 
10. Important Dates    
August 30 – New Staff Orientation 
August 31 - Welcome Back Celebration - Faculty and Staff  
September 6 - First Day for Students  
 
ACTION ITEMS 
 
11. The Hopkinton School Board approve the Superintendent’s nomination of Joseph Montano, Elementary 

Behavior Specialist, for the 2016-2017 school year, pending final approval of the Superintendent of 
Schools.   
 

12. The Hopkinton School Board approve the Superintendent’s nomination of Catherine Linehan, HSD 
School Psychologist, for the 2016-2017 school year, pending final approval of the Superintendent of 
Schools.   

 
13. The Hopkinton School Board accept the Superintendent’s recommendation to award the computer 

purchase bid to GovConnection, Inc. in the amount of $18,047.12.  
 

14. The Hopkinton School Board accept the Superintendent’s recommendation to retain year-end unassigned 
general funds in the amount of $359,124.00 under Article X, approved at the March, 2013 Annual School 
District Meeting.  

 
15. The Hopkinton School Board accept the Superintendent’s recommendation to approve budget adjustment 

2016 - 05, in the amount of $6,000.00, to support English Language Arts Curriculum Development. 
 
16. The Hopkinton School Board accept the Superintendent’s recommendation to approve budget adjustment 

2016 - 06, in the amount of $399.00, for additional funds for the Facility Study. 
 
17. The Hopkinton School Board accept the Superintendent’s recommendation to approve budget adjustment 

2016 - 07, in the amount of $112,647.12, for Food Service.  
 
18. The Hopkinton School Board accept the Superintendent’s recommendation to approve budget adjustment 

2016 - 08, in the amount of $4258.61, for additional regular education funds. 



 

 

 
19. The Hopkinton School Board accept the Superintendent’s recommendation to approve budget adjustment 

2016 - 09, in the amount of $218205.26, for additional special eduation funds. 
 
20. The Hopkinton School Board accept the Superintendent’s recommendation to approve budget adjustment 

2016 - 10, in the amount of $37742.65, for additional student service funds.  
 
21. The Hopkinton School Board accept the Superintendent’s recommendation to approve budget adjustment 

2016 - 11, in the amount of $39632.49, for additional technology funds.  
 
22. The Hopkinton School Board accept the Superintendent’s recommendation to approve budget adjustment 

2016 - 12, in the amount of $37673.42 for additional administrative funds. 
 
23. The Hopkinton School Board accept the Superintendent’s recommendation to approve budget adjustment 

2016 - 13, in the amount of $26366.18, for additional transportation funds.  
 
24. The Hopkinton School Board accept the Superintendent’s recommendation to approve budget adjustment 

2016 - 14, in the amount of $73,443.20, for additional facility funds.  
 
 
25. Nonpublic Session 

Nonpublic Session for the Discussion of Matters as Per RSA 91-A: 3, II (a), (b), and (c)  
   
  Personnel 
   
RETURN TO PUBLIC SESSION  

 
26. Adjournment 
 
If you have any questions for members of the Hopkinton School Board or Administration please feel encouraged 
to contact them at the phone numbers or emails below: 
 
Hopkinton School Board 1 
Matt Cairns, mcairns@sau66.org 
Liz Durant, ldurant@sau66.org 
David Luneau, dluneau@sau66.org 
Bill Chapin, wchapin@sau66.org 
Bill Jones, wjones@sau66.org 
 
Administration 
Steve Chamberlin, Superintendent, 746-5186, schamberlin@hopkintonschools.org  
Michelle Clark, Business Administrator, 746-5186 mclark@hopkintonschools.org 
Meghan Bamford, Director of Student Services, 746-5186, mbamford@hopkintonschools.org 
Matt Stone, Director of Technology, 746-5186, mstone@hopkintonschools.org  
Bill Carozza, Principal, Harold Martin & Maple Street Schools, 746-3473, bcarozza@hopkintonschools.org  
Chris Kelley, Principal, Hopkinton Middle and High Schools, 746-4167, ckelley@hopkintonschools.org  
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 1 
Hopkinton School Board 2 

Hopkinton, New Hampshire 3 
 4 

School Board Meeting 5 
Draft Minutes 6 

Maple Street School – Conference Room  7 
 8 

Friday, July 15, 2016 - 7:30am 9 
 10 
 11 

IN ATTENDANCE:  12 
 13 
School Board: Matt Cairns, Chair, Liz Durant, Vice Chair, William Jones, Dave Luneau, Board 14 
Members 15 
 16 
Administration: Steven Chamberlin, Superintendent of Schools 17 
 18 
PUBLIC SESSION    19 

 20 
1.   Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance 21 
   Chair Cairns called the meeting to order at 7:33am led the Pledge of Allegiance.    22 

   23 
2.  Additions/Deletions from Agenda by Superintendent 24 

Superintendent Chamberlin stated the agenda was revised to include a resignation from Ms. 25 
Karyn Rohnstock.  26 

 27 
3.   Correspondence  28 

• NHSBA flyer 29 
• Got Projects Letter to Board 30 

 31 
4.   Approval of Minutes 32 
 33 

Motion to approve the minutes of the regular school board meeting held on June 21, 2016 was moved 34 
by Ms. Durant and seconded by Mr. Jones, all in favor, minutes carried as presented. 35 

 36 
Motion to approve the minutes of the regular school board meeting held on June 24, 2016 was moved 37 
by Ms. Durant and seconded by Mr. Jones, all in favor, minutes carried as presented. 38 

 39 
5.   Public Comment (1) - None 40 

 41 
6.   Comments from the Hopkinton School Board - None 42 
 43 
7. Items for Board Discussion  44 
 45 

a. Monitoring of Long Term Projects  46 
i. Enrollment  47 

Superintendent Chamberlin shared projected enrollment data including live 48 
birth data.  As of today enrollment is 902 students although this number  is fluid 49 
as students may not have registered yet or notified the District of their intent to 50 
enroll. Information regarding a comprehensive enrollment study was presented. 51 
NESDEC membership affiliation would include enrollment and a special 52 
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education trend study. Cost $608.00 for first year of membership, $1216 second 53 
year.  NHSAA also offers this service and the cost is $4900.00.  The Board 54 
directed Superintendent Chamberlin to contact NESDEC for a timeline and full 55 
scope of what would be included in the report.   56 
 57 

ii. Facility Project Update  58 
Mr. Jay Burgess, Facility Committee Chair, reported a update/summary of the 59 
study to the Board.  The enrollment study will be will be critical. Data was 60 
gathered at each building in regards to maintenance (boilers, electrical, etc.), 61 
staff input was gathered regarding programming needs, and the community has 62 
been invited on facility tours that will continue through the fall.   63 
 64 
The School Board charge was to look at consolidating buildings (two schools).  65 

• Preschool-5, 6-12 66 
• Cost of savings to consolidate 67 
• Staffing 68 
• Building Operations 69 

The final date will be available early this fall from the study.  Mr. Burgess 70 
stated that all the reports from the architects are being reviewed and a final 71 
report will be presented in September.  72 

 73 
b. Personnel   74 

i. Summer 2016 Nominations (Action Items) 75 
• Title I Reading Support – Liz Cannon 76 
• Additional Support Extended School Year Program – Jess Gregory 77 

 78 
ii. 2016 - 2017 Resignations 79 

• Harold Martin School Instructional Assistant – Karyn Rohnstock 80 
 81 

iii. 2016 – 2017 School Year Nominations (Action Items) 82 
• Elementary School Speech & Language Pathologist – Melissa Walsh 83 
• Harold Martin School Special Education Teacher – Marie Wilson 84 
• Harold Martin School Preschool Teacher – Heidi Vibert 85 
• Maple Street School Instrumental Music Instructor/Hopkinton Middle 86 

School Jazz Band Teacher – James Boccia 87 
• HHS World Language - additional 0.2 FTE  - Michelle Cotnoir 88 
• Resignation Instructional Assistant/Nomination Elementary School 89 

Speech & Language Assistant – Nancy Early 90 
iv. 2016 – 2017 Schedule b Nominations (Action Items) 91 

• HHS Fall Sports – as presented with the exception of JV Field Hockey 92 
• Hopkinton Middle School – Student Council  93 

 94 
v. Athletic Training Services  95 

Superintendent Chamberlin reported that he investigated the cost for an in-96 
house athletic trainer and called area schools for comparisons.  Superintendent 97 
Chamberlin is recommending $6,000 (2-3 hours per game) for all home 98 
games. The Board directed the Superintendent to offer a contract to a local 99 
vendor. 100 
 101 
 102 
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c.   Financials (Action Item)  103 
• Budget Transfer:  2017 – 01, $5,000, Special Education  104 

 105 
This action supports a transfer in funds to support assistive technology to 106 
the correct budget line. 107 

 108 
8. Public Comment (2)    109 
 110 

12. 9.  Materials Provided    111 
Draft Minutes (2) 112 
Hiring Packets (4) 113 
HHS Fall Sports Nomination Slate 114 
Draft, HSD current 2016 – 2017 enrollment 115 
Budget Transfer 17 - 01 116 
Audit Questionnaire 117 
 118 
10. Important Dates    119 
August 25 - Hopkinton School Board Sponsored Staff Summer Appreciation Lunch - Slusser Senior 120 
Center 121 
August 30 – New Staff Orientation 122 
August 31 - Welcome Back Celebration - Faculty and Staff  123 
September 6 - First Day for Students  124 
 125 
ACTION ITEMS 126 
 127 
11. The Hopkinton School Board approve the Superintendent’s nomination of Liz Cannon, 128 

additional reading support (11 hours), summer 2016. 129 
 130 

A motion was proposed by Mr. Cairns, moved by Ms. Durant, seconded by Mr. Luneau, all 131 
in favor, motion carries. 132 

 133 
12. The Hopkinton School Board approve the Superintendent’s nomination of Jess Gregory, 134 

Instructional Assistant (32 hours), extended school year program, summer 2016.  135 
 136 

A motion was proposed by Mr. Cairns, moved by Ms. Durant, seconded by Mr. Luneau, all 137 
in favor, motion carries. 138 

 139 
13. The Hopkinton School Board accept Instructional Assistant, Harold Martin School, Karyn 140 

Rohnstocks’s 2016-2017 resignation, effective July 14, 2016. 141 
 142 

A motion was proposed by Mr. Cairns, moved by Ms. Durant, seconded by Mr. Luneau, all 143 
in favor, motion carries. 144 

 145 
14. The Hopkinton School Board approve the Superintendent’s nomination of Melissa Walsh, 146 

Elementary Speech & Language Pathologist, for the 2016-2017 school year, pending final 147 
approval of the Superintendent of Schools.  148 
 149 
A motion was proposed by Mr. Cairns, moved by Mr. Luneau, seconded by Ms. Durant, all 150 
in favor, motion carries. 151 

 152 
15. The Hopkinton School Board approve the Superintendent’s nomination of Marie Wilson, Special 153 

Education Teacher, Harold Martin School, for the 2016-2017 school year, pending final approval 154 
of the Superintendent of Schools. 155 
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 156 
A motion was proposed by Mr. Cairns, moved by Mr. Luneau, seconded by Ms. Durant, all 157 
in favor, motion carries. 158 
 159 

16. The Hopkinton School Board approve the Superintendent’s nomination of Heidi Vibert, Harold 160 
Martin School Preschool Teacher (0.6 FTE), for the 2016-2017 school year, pending final 161 
approval of the Superintendent of Schools. 162 
 163 
A motion was proposed by Mr. Cairns, moved by Mr. Luneau, seconded by Ms. Durant, all 164 
in favor, motion carries. 165 
 166 

17. The Hopkinton School Board approve the Superintendent’s nomination of James Boccia, as the 167 
Maple Street School Instrumental Music Teacher (0.5 FTE), for the 2016-2017 school year, 168 
pending final approval of the Superintendent of Schools. 169 

 170 
A motion was proposed by Mr. Cairns, moved by Mr. Luneau, seconded by Ms. Durant, all 171 
in favor, motion carries. 172 

 173 
18. The Hopkinton School Board approve the Superintendent’s nomination of James Boccia, as the 174 

Hopkinton Middle School Jazz Band Teacher (0.1 FTE), for the 2016-2017 school year, pending 175 
final approval of the Superintendent of Schools. 176 

 177 
A motion was proposed by Mr. Cairns, moved by Mr. Luneau, seconded by Ms. Durant, all 178 
in favor, motion carries. 179 

 180 
19. The Hopkinton School Board approve the Superintendent’s recommendation to approve a 181 

revised contract for HMHS World Language Teacher, Mme Cotnoir, (an additional 0.2 FTE), for 182 
the 2016-2017 school year. 183 

 184 
A motion was proposed by Mr. Cairns, moved by Mr. Luneau, seconded by Ms. Durant, all 185 
in favor, motion carries. 186 

 187 
20. The Hopkinton School Board accept Instructional Assistant, Hopkinton High School, Nancy 188 

Early’s 2016-2017 resignation, effective July 15, 2016. 189 
 190 

A motion was proposed by Mr. Cairns, moved by Mr. Luneau, seconded by Ms. Durant, all 191 
in favor, motion carries. 192 

 193 
21. The Hopkinton School Board approve the Superintendent’s nomination of Nancy Early, 194 

Elementary Speech & Language Assistant, for the 2016 – 2017 school year.  195 
 196 
A motion was proposed by Mr. Cairns, moved by Mr. Luneau, seconded by Ms. Durant, all 197 
in favor, motion carries. 198 

 199 
22. The Hopkinton School Board approve the 2016 – 2017 HHS fall sports coaching slate, as 200 

presented. 201 
 202 

A motion was proposed by Mr. Cairns with the exception of JV Field Hockey, moved by 203 
Mr. Luneau, seconded by Ms. Durant, all in favor, motion carries. 204 

 205 
23. The Hopkinton School Board approve Sue Roberts, Middle School Student Council Advisor, 206 

2016 – 2017 School year.  207 
 208 
A motion was proposed by Mr. Cairns, moved by Mr. Luneau, seconded by Ms. Durant, all 209 
in favor, motion carries. 210 
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 211 
24. The Hopkinton School Board accept the Superintendent’s recommendation to approve budget 212 

adjustment 2017 - 1, in the amount of $5,000.00, to support anticipated student expense. 213 
 214 
A motion was proposed by Mr. Cairns, moved by Mr. Luneau, seconded by Ms. Durant, all 215 
in favor, motion carries. 216 
 217 

25. Nonpublic Session – None  218 
Nonpublic Session for the Discussion of Matters as Per RSA 91-A: 3, II (a), (b), and (c)  219 
   220 

26. Adjournment 221 
 222 

At 8:36am, Ms. Durant moved, seconded by Mr. Jones, to adjourn the meeting, motion passed, 223 
all in favor, not opposed.  224 
 225 
Respectfully submitted, 226 
 227 
Brenda Vincent 228 

 229 
 230 
If you have any questions for members of the Hopkinton School Board or Administration please feel 231 
encouraged to contact them at the phone numbers or emails below: 232 
 233 
Hopkinton School Board  234 
Matt Cairns, mcairns@sau66.org 235 
Liz Durant, ldurant@sau66.org 236 
David Luneau, dluneau@sau66.org 237 
Bill Chapin, wchapin@sau66.org 238 
Bill Jones, wjones@sau66.org 239 
 240 
Administration 241 
Steve Chamberlin, Superintendent, 746-5186, schamberlin@hopkintonschools.org  242 
Michelle Clark, Business Administrator, 746-5186 mclark@hopkintonschools.org 243 
Meghan Bamford, Director of Student Services, 746-5186, mbamford@hopkintonschools.org 244 
Matt Stone, Director of Technology, 746-5186, mstone@hopkintonschools.org  245 
Bill Carozza, Principal, Harold Martin School, 746-3473, bcarozza@hopkintonschools.org  246 
Michael Bessette, Principal, Maple Street School, 746-4195, mbessette@hopkintonschool.org 247 
Chris Kelley, Principal, Hopkinton Middle and High Schools, 746-4167, ckelley@hopkintonschools.org  248 
 249 
 250 
 251 
 252 
 253 
 254 
 255 
 256 
 257 
 258 
 259 
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HOPKINTON SCHOOL DISTRICT 
School Administrative Unit 66 

 

 
204 MAPLE STREET · CONTOOCOOK, NH 03229 

TEL: (603) 746-5186   FAX: (603) 746-5714 
 

Above All, Care 

          Steven M. Chamberlin                      Michelle R. Clark                 Meghan F. Bamford                    Matthew P. Stone 
                Superintendent                   Business Administrator           Director of Student Services       Director of Technology 
schamberlin@hopkintonschools.org        mclark@hopkintonschools.org      mbamford@hopkintonschools.org   mstone@hopkintonschools.org  
 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 
TO:   Hopkinton School Board  
FROM: Steven M. Chamberlin, Superintendent of Schools 
SUBJECT: Budget Adjustments – closing FY 16  
DATE:  July 23, 2016 
 
A table below describes the end of fiscal year 2015 – 2016 budget adjustments.  
 
  #  Budget Adjustment Number  Amount  Notes  
 1 2016 – 05 $6000 To support the development of 

the English Language Arts 
Curriculum  

2  2016 – 06  $399 To pay for the overage on the 
Facility Study  
 

3 2016 – 07  $112, 647.12 To pay for the overage in food 
service.  

4 2016 – 08  $4258.61 Pay for the overage in regular 
education costs  

5 2016 – 09  $218205.26 Pay for the overage in special 
education costs  

6 2016 – 10  $37742.65 Pay for the overage in student 
services  

7 2016 – 11  $39632.49 Pay for the overage in 
Technology  

8 2016 – 12  $37673.42 To pay for the overage in 
administrative costs  

9 2016 – 13  $26366.18 To pay for the overage in 
transportation  

10 2016 – 14  $73,443.20 To pay for facility work 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 































By DAN MESERVE

My Turn: You have to read the whole Second Amendment
concordmonitor.com/Second-Amendment-Founding-Fathers-3531432

I am writing in response to the July 16 article by retired Lt. Col. Bo Rudzinskyj titled the “Real Purpose of the Second
Amendment.”

First, I would like to thank you, sir, for serving our beautiful country. Please do not construe any of what I write to
minimize that fact.

I agreed with your theory about what our Founding Fathers probably took for granted in the late 18th century –
namely that owning a gun for protection and for hunting was a necessity for many. A hunting rifle, a shotgun – the
expectation was that most people, especially outside of the cities, would have such a weapon. I think you are correct
when you say that our Founding Fathers never gave restricting that right a second thought and although I am not a
hunter myself, I have no problem with someone who wishes to hunt to feed their family.

I disagree wholeheartedly, however, with your interpretation of the Second Amendment.

Unfortunately you, like many others, neglect to read the entire wording of the amendment, and in particular the first
13 words. To quote: “A well regulated militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to
keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” The Second Amendment doesn’t say that anyone can bear weapons, it
says that a well-regulated State militia may keep and bear arms. That is a huge difference.

Please think about the context of the Second Amendment. It, like the other amendments in the Bill of Rights, was
written in order to have individual states ratify the U.S. Constitution. People were afraid of a too-strong federal
government and wanted assurances that individual freedoms, such as freedom of religion and speech were
protected, while at the same time that states’ freedoms, such as the right to have a militia that could carry weapons,
was also ensured. The Second Amendment was created to ensure that states could protect themselves from an
abusive federal government. Without the Bill of Rights, the Constitution doesn’t get ratified.

Further proof of this intent was in the battle that you chose to reference – the Battle of Lexington and Concord. The
reason that the British were marching there was to seize the cache of weapons that the colonists had stockpiled.
Why was it in a centralized place? Probably because the Colonial leaders realized the inherent danger of many of
the local citizenry storing kegs of gunpowder in their barns.

The Second Amendment, read in its entirety, clearly states that States have the right to have a well-regulated militia
who may bear arms. Today that translates into our National Guard. Keep our heavy weapons in armories with them;
if we need protection from 30,000 invaders we will know where the weapons are and will have a trained force to use
them. We won’t have the danger of assault-type weapons in the hands of people who really shouldn’t have them.

Our Constitution has been the law of the land for over 225 years. It is a document that must be taken in whole, not in
soundbites. The historical context and the exact wording of the Second Amendment leave little doubt: Our Founding
Fathers would never have agreed to allow any Tom, Dick or Harry to keep or bear any weapon of their choosing.

As you say, it is not that difficult.

(Dan Meserve lives in Contoocook.)
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http://www.concordmonitor.com/Second-Amendment-Founding-Fathers-3531432
http://www.concordmonitor.com/Gun-control-Second-Amendment-3443909
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