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Assessment’s Role in 
the District
Formative (designed to help “inform our instruction” and “form the student”

Quantitative

DRA, MAP, Observation Survey, Write Traits Benchmark

Qualitative

Checks for understanding, Digital Portfolio data, Curriculum Based Measures

Summative (a summary of our instructional progress)

End of unit tests, finals, DRA, MAP, NECAP, PSAT, SAP, AP exams
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Origin of Assessment 
Committee

Began as Assessment Task Force in December, 
2000.

Fall of 2002, ATF became AC.
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Current Members of the 
Assessment Committee

• Val Aubry, Director of Student Services
• Bill Carozza, Principal of Harold Martin School, Chair
• Michelle Cotnoir, World Language Teacher, Hopkinton Middle High School
• Liz Durant, Hopkinton School Board Member, Parent
• Pat Heinz, 4th grade teacher, Maple Street School
• Dot LeBaron, 3rd grade teacher, Harold Martin School
• Chris Kelley, Assistant Principal, Hopkinton Middle High School
• Karen Pond, Technology Integrator/Data Specialist
• Deidre Smith, Elementary Literacy Coordinator
• Matt Stone, Director of Technology
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Original goal of 
Assessment Committee
The Committee studies the implications brought on by state and federal 
legislation in the area of assessment, specifically the current ESEA, and 
makes recommendations to the Leadership Team.

The Committee makes recommendations to the Leadership Team 
regarding the use of district-wide assessments.

The Committee will suggest modifications to annual district goals 
relative to assessment. 

The Committee will provide consultation to the District regarding a broad 
range of assessment issues.
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Goal of Assessment 
Committee (within H20)

To develop an assessment system that 
accurately and efficiently informs 
families, teachers, and administrators 
about all major aspects of student 
learning.  [How will we know when each 
student has learned?]
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Assessment Committee 
through the years
Looking at data: EdSmart and Data Warehousing, now Kid 
Grid, etc.

Built group of professionals well versed in data

Development of philosophy and approach to data/
assessment

Digital Portfolio development (was a recommendation in 
2001-pilot program began in 05-06)

Introduction of NWEA/MAP to the District,implementation 
of PD, and coordination of program through the years
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Support to district for state-wide assessment, NHEIAP 
and NECAP

Began the discussion on RTI back in 05-06. 

Helped move the DRA to the Middle School as an 
important assessment technique.

Helped determine criteria for elementary enrichment 
program.
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The AC developed this 
Assessment Philosophy
The Hopkinton School District is committed to providing the students of our district the highest standard 

of education. Quality education and sound educational decision making is based on several principles, one of 
which is assessment. For the purpose of this document, the term assessment includes both the collection and 
analysis of data.  

In order to have effective assessment of our academic programs we believe:

Assessment values what is taught and what students learn.

Assessment drives instruction for every student.

Assessment addresses the process and the product.

Assessment is both formal (e.g. standardized or published tests) and on-going (e.g. observation and anecdotal 
records).

Assessment must be developmentally appropriate.

Assessment exists in multiple forms. 

Assessment enables student progress and program effectiveness to be shared with the educational community.
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THE AC HELPS TO ORGANIZE OUR GLOBAL VIEW OF ASSESSMENT:
ASSESSMENT MATRIX
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The AC plan for MAP
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The Origins of MAP 
testing

The AC felt that we were lacking a district wide 
measure for our students and NHEIAP (later 
NECAP) did not suffice.

We investigated NWEA’s MAP testing as a solution 
that met our needs. 
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What is MAP? (Measures 
of Academic Progress)

With MAP, the test questions are displayed on the computer screen and you 
will select an answer using the mouse or the keyboard.

The difficulty of the test will adjust to your performance. As you answer 
correctly, the questions will become harder. As you answer incorrectly, the 
questions will become easier. It will build a test just for you!

Results: each student receives a “RIT Score” which informs teacher, student, 
and parent of the student’s performance relative to other students in the 
school and worldwide. (MAP is the largest normed assessment in the world)
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This is a sample math item. 
Work the problem on your 
scratch paper and click on the 
best answer. 

Once you have chosen your 
answer, click on the “Go on” 
button at the bottom of the 
screen.
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This is another sample math item. 

Notice the calculator at the bottom. It 
will appear for some items. You will use 
it just like a regular calculator, only you 
click on the buttons  with your mouse 
instead of pressing them with your 
finger.
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This is a sample reading item. 

Read the passage and select the 
best response.

Click the “Go on” button to move 
to the next item.
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Some reading items have scroll bars on 
the passage. You must move the scroll bar 
down to see the entire passage by using 
the mouse.
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MAP TEACHER REPORT
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MAP PARENT REPORT
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MAP PARENT REPORT-GRAPH
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MAP SCREENCAST
WWW.HOPKINTONSCHOOLS.ORG/HAROLDMARTINSCHOOL

KEYWORD: MAP SCREENCAST
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MAP testing; How is it 
useful for teachers?

 I take it into account when forming Reading Groups.  It helps confirm when I have an inkling about a child but 
don't yet know him/her well enough to know for sure.  It makes me take an extra hard look at a child who 
would not be on my radar yet.

 I use MAP testing to group students for reading, place  students in math and reading enrichment groups, 
as a piece of data for  Child Study/Identification issues, and a discussion point at parent  conferences. 

 In third grade, we have used the MAP scores to determine enrichment in both reading and math.  I use the 
scores to help plan reading groups and place students in appropriate levels.  For math, last summer (or at 
the beginning of the year!) we looked at previous years MAP scores to see where we were really 
succeeding and where we needed extra work in order to revise some of our teaching in different math topics. 

 I use it to group kids for certain skills in reading and math. I also use it to make sure I am putting the skills 
in my plans throughout the year. 
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I use the data to communicate progress with parents.  Now that we have  accumulated data for three years, I am 
able to talk about dips over the summer and encourage some summer reading for example. I also use the RIT 
scores when planning math groups and the reading category breakdowns when planning reading groups.  I look at 
the whole class in general and plan whole class instruction in overall weak areas. Lastly, I think that the data 
provides parents with a nice idea of where their child falls in the bigger picture of the normed average as well 
as the school/district average.....like top third, middle,or lower third. 

I use the results to help me develop skill groups. When the groups are formed, small group instruction takes   
place and hopefully they improve. 

In 5th grade, I look at a couple of things: 

o Concept retention/growth from fall to fall 
o Are there any students who do not retain over summer - spring to fall *Assist in math groupings within 

the classroom (differentiated instruction) 
o Additional information to the DRA for reading level/strengths/weaknesses (particularly at the 

beginning of the year) *We use the reading score as one of the criteria for enrichment   reading 
placement 

o Although they are sent home to all parents, I only go over the scores with some parents during 
conferences. Usually the parents of the higher achieving students are the ones interested in the scores 
and   want to discuss. 
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MAP scores are especially helpful in setting up math groups according   to 
topic strengths/weaknesses the beginning of the year.  Eventually,   pre/post 
testing comes in to play, too, but having this info late   Sept/early Oct can be 
helpful!  

I use the data to put kids into small reading groups based on the skills that 
they need to perfect.  Also, we use it as criteria for participation in 
enrichment reading. 
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Future Goals

Support the Common Assessment movement.

Support consistency in report cards.

Plan Assessment Night for the community.

KID GRID (within new H20 goal)

To develop an assessment system that accurately and efficiently 
informs families, teachers, and administrators about all major aspects 
of student learning.  [How will we know when each student has 
learned?]
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“KID GRID” DATA FIELDS
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ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF A “KID GRID”
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Q and A
 

(Assessment Wiki at: http://
hsdassessmentcomm.wikispaces.com/ )
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